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Cybercrime
With the advent of new technologies, criminal opportunities are being created in every aspect. There are new types of crimes that are emerging every day with each fresh technology. Cybercrime is distinguished from the conventional forms of crime through the use of digital computers. Technology alone is not sufficient to conclude on the realms of criminal activities. There are existing illegal activities that cybercrime is adding on at the moment, making it ubiquitous. In cybercrime and cybersecurity research, there are very many variables that can be measured. The variables can be dependent or as well as independent. The dependent variables in cybercrime include computers and the internet. The independent variables represent the ways in which the specific cybercrime happens. With this regard, there are many variables which in the investigation of cybercrime have to be measured. 
Cybercrime involves a range of spectrum of events. At one end, it can involve a primary breach of the, corporate privacy, personal, like the assaults of the integrity of the information that is being held by the digital depositories as well as use of illegally obtained information in blackmailing people. On the other end, cybercrime can involve a spectrum of growing crime for identity theft. Other crimes can involve mid-way transaction-based crimes like child pornography trafficking, fraud, money laundering, digital piracy, and counterfeiting. The crimes are precise to specific victims, and the criminal perpetrator hides in the anonymity of the internet. 
The types of cybercrime herein form the basis of the independent variables that can be measured in cybercrime research. The first variable is identity theft and the invasion of privacy. Cybercrime influences both actual body as well as a virtual body but the effects manifested upon each are distinct. For instance, in the United States, individuals use a Social Security Number instead of an official identity card, and thus, the security number is used for identification. The Social Number is used in many cases like the tracking of employees in the private sector as well as in tracking of students and patients. If one gets access to the Social Security Number of an individual, it means he has access to all the documents that are related to the citizenship of that person.  This forms the basis of stealing identity, where even access to stolen credit cards can be used in the reconstruction of an individual’s identity. When researching on cybercrime instances, then it will be easier to establish that some individuals were vulnerable due to identity theft, and thus, they were victims of cybercrime. The United States Bureau of Justice Statistics released a report in 2015 about identity theft where more than 1.1 million Americans were having their identities being used to open banks fraudulently, in addition to credit cards and utility cards. 
Internet fraud is another variable in the measure of cybercrime. There are schemes to defraud customers that abound on the internet. The most prevalent has been in Nigeria with reference to ‘419’ section, which can be violated when internet fraud occurs. This type of crime has been there traditionally, but it has revived in the age of the internet, and now it has grown worse with given new life. In a report released by the United States Internet Crime Complaint Center, it was shown that more than $54 million got lost through different schemes of fraud, an increase from the $17 billion that was estimated in 2001. Getting figures for the cybercrime research from individuals that have been affected due to internet fraud is cheap. The statistics from the victims form the base for other variables that can be measured in this research. 
Moreover, another variable that can be measured in cybercrime research is ATM fraud. Computers have made possible other mundane types of fraud. Personal identification numbers are supplied together with a card for one to get cash. Criminals have developed ways of intercepting the data on the card as well as the pin of the user, and in turn, they use it in creating fake cards that are used in withdrawing from the unsuspecting accounts of individuals. Such a crime was the one reported in 2002 by the New York Times where more than 21,000 American bank accounts had been skimmed by some individuals who acquired the ATM information illegally. Such ATM fraud victims can be assessed, and they can form part of the data required in this type of research. 
Other variables in cybercrime research include wire fraud and file sharing and piracy. There have been instances of wire fraud like the recorded one that happened in St. Petersburg where millions of dollars were transferred from Citibank. Money was wired to bank accounts in Argentina and Indonesia and Tel Aviv. Such occurrences have been in the rise in recent times, and that was an example of a recorded one. Besides, in the 1990s, most recording companies sourced their revenues from the sale of compact discs. With increased piracy, through computers that are capable of capturing music off CDs, and then being able to share them on broadband, it became a nightmare for the recording industry as they lost their revenue generation. 
Conclusively, the variables represent cybercrimes, and through the victims, data can be established on how they have been affected. Additionally, counterfeiting and forgery that is prevalent globally, affecting almost every sector is another variable in cybercrime research. Most people have lost money and other valuables like gold through counterfeit businesses as well as forgery.
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